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(54) DIGITAL STILL CAMERA 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To secure the amount of recording data 
based on the optimum picture quality and the high 
compression rate by switching and photographing the 
normal photographing mode and the document 
photographing mode and compressing the image data 
by compression means most suitable for the 
respective modes. 

CONSTITUTION: A main microcomputer 10 mainly 
controls the sequence of photographing, recording, 
and reproduction and involves a ROM with a built-in 
software and a RAM which reads and writes data for 
operation required to the control. When a 
photographing mode selector 23 selects the 
document mode, it executes the operation as an 
image processor, that is, the multilevel processing 
such as the binarization, the quaternary processing, 
and the octal processing of image data photographed 
by the software and the data compression by the 
runlength encoding thereafter and the extension and 
reproduction of the image data at the document mode read out from the external memory. 
At the time of selecting the natural picture mode, it performs the compressed reproduction 
of the photographed image in the system suitable for the natural picture and the serial port 
transmission with the external equipment. 
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